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News on Wendy Windblows
Avon Member takes World
Record
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The Committee

Chairman
Pete Corcoran S Wallace Road,BATH, BAl 6QC
Tel 01225 335301 Email petelpraxis.co.uk
Secretary & Treastrer
Paul Ellis Blindmans Cottage, Brickyard Lane, Wanstrow,
SHEPTON MALLET, BA4 4TH
Tel 01749 850674
Membhership
Fiona Macaskill Churchill House, Vicarage Lane, Olveston, BRISTOL,
BS12 3DP
Tel 01454 613788
Competitiens
Simon Kerr 36 Higher Bullen, Barwick, Yeovil Somerset.
BA22 9TZ
Tel 01935 25991
Sites and Club Coach
Chris Jones 20 Blenheim Gardens, Fairfield Park, BATH, BAl 6NL
Tel 01225 319052 Email chris@cj-hb.demon.co.uk
editsr
Marcus King First Floor Flat, 21 St James Square, BATH, BAl 2TS
Tel 01225 428356 Email marcus@avon-rubber.co.uk
Nevice Gontacts
Dave Garbe Tel 01179 246504
Rob Craine Tel 01225 858363
Senior Coeaches
Chris Jones 01225 319 052 Simon Buckley 01452 814114
Jason Board 01934 510404
CluhCoaches
Mike Bowring (hg) 01179 44412% Dyan Ahado (hg) 01249 660611
Nigel Fovargue(hg) 01793 643748 Nick Romanko{(hg) 01179 248722
Jon Buckingham(hg) 01179 698708 Marcus King(pg) 01225 428356
Fiona Macaskill (pg) 01454 613788
Sites
Mere Rifle Range (01747 860201 Lulsgate 01179 474441

Crooks Peak
Phone Mr Croft to check bottom landing BEFORE flying 01934 732730

Weather

Avon, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Somerset 0891 500405
Glamorgan 0881 500409
Dyfed and Powys 0891 500414
Airmet South 0891 500693

Mid-Week Flyiny Phone 0800 515544
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Hi there, here’s the first issue of 96. | hope we all get some good
flying this year. Well | haven't received that many articles
recently, but | wanted to get a new issue out as there is some
information on Fly Ins and Wendy Windblows. Thanks also to
Rob Craine for his article and Peter Wise for his Weather
Indicator. I've just got back from Chamonix so P'll try and write an
article on it for the next issue. Still no articles on the ‘club SIV

: : course’ yet hint hint, and has anyone else got any interesting tales
to tell, remember without you writing articles there won't be a NOVA.

Anyway, safe flying and remember fly high, stay high, fly far. See you on the hill. @

Md/l" cWws

Membership Fees are Due in March!!!
Renewal Forms in the Next Issue.

Le Hot Gossip

Provisional Dates for this years All Out are June 14th,15th and 16th. The
location for this annual bash is again Kemble.

News from the fronts is that Kat Thurston has pushed the Women’s record to
over 280km in South Africa.

Also on the record trail are club members Richard Westgate and Graham
Steel, who are both chasing dual records in separate parts of the world,
South Africa and Brazil.

British Paragliding Cup is going ahead, will you be entering?

Fiona is appearing in the April issue of Family Circle, talking about being
‘The Mother who enjoys the “dangerous sport” of paragliding.

Dave Draper should be giving a talk at the March Meeting

February 1995
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NOVA needs your articles now. | have had many comments on how good it is to read about
other members exploits so get sending your articles to:-

Marcus King
First Floor Flat
21 St James Square
Bath BA1 2TS
or Email to marcus@avon-rubber.co.uk

Mobile Phones

There has been little response to my idea of including a list of people willing to publish their mobile
phone numbers so that people can contact them on the hill so here it is again. | want to print mobile
phone numbers for all those members who have them and are willing for other members to try
phoning them on those flyable days. If you want or should | say are willing to have your number
published then let me know. Hopefully this will be a further aid to new pilots who want to know where
the experienced pilots, and it will help me when | lose the scrap of paper | wrote somebody’s mobile
number on. To get the ball rolling here’s the list as it stands.

Pete Corcoran 0374 742830
Marcus King (pg.) 0585 813736

) Letters To NOVA

Dear Editor

It's not nice to protest but the decision to accept a whole year’s XC flights in one go and rob those
who have regularly entered their flights in the club XC league is totally out of order. The whole idea
of an XC league is to submit flights as they happen or within a reasonable period of time, by
accepting a whole years worth in one go makes it null and void and not a league at all.

You cannot expecf pﬁots to join or contribute to a club that has no regard for sportsmanship, the
chairman must reverse this decision or wipe out what little activity remains in our club.

Colin Lark

February 1995
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Low Airtimer Report (sunday Jan 14th 1996)

January Fly-In. :
(Not a Champagne Supernova more of a beer shampoo! apologies to Oasis)

Place; Mere.

Weather; Howling Gale.

Amount of Flying; Bugger All.

General Group Happiness; Fair to Middling.

Well that’s about it really. It will never fail to amaze me how | can get a handful of relatively sane
people to leave the calm and comfort of their respective homes and join me on some godforsaken
corner of England that is an Avon site.

But still they come, Many thanks to Donna (the face behind the voice) Pinker, John (You'll get some
in one day) Longstaff, Terry (the Ace) Webb, Rob (I've bought a kiss with an EIf logo on it, why are
you laughing) Craine and Alex (the Theakstons fan), Peter (Chalky) White, Clive (Morocco | should
coco) Dell and Simon (bugger this I'm off XC) Kerr to provide experienced back up.

After 30 minutes of huddling together in huddle mode we naffed off to the Red Lion of ‘Turn Left at
the Red Lion for Mere’ fame not ‘Turn at the Red Lion for Shaftesbury Avenue geezer and it’s four
doors down on your right’ which is another story and indeed another Red Lion.

This public house has always had the wonderful look of one that is shut whenever | have passed it
but on entering we find pints of foaming ale, excellent food and lashing of ginger beer, all washed
down with acres of chat about fiying, how to fly and what it's like when you fly about a bit which |
hope will have been somewhat informative to all present. After this orgy of debauchery we sauntered
back up to Mere where we performed mass huddling to the accompaniment of the Shaftesbury Bugle
and Gazoo Ensemble, (Mass huddling division) followed by the excellent news that the wind had
dropped from 30 knots to 26.

Oh bugger there goes another Fly IN. Thanks anyway to all who attended and lets try again in
February.

Chant after me................ Oh Lord, who doth create the wind and floaty bits in cattle troughs please
supply Dave Garbe with a fab 15 knot North Westerly during his next fly in. Ta.

Final diatribe................. | hate Mere. There I've said it!!!

Please watch March NOVA (beware keep your eyes on it, it can run on it's own) for a calendar of
events to be held throughout the year for Low Airtimer person. Rob and | promise a good
variety of events and if anybody out there has any ideas please call us.

in the meantime get your kit ready for spring coz it’s coming. Hooray!!

For all you ridge rats have a fine summer, coz I'm off winching. (Ain't that right Auntie Ray!)

Dave Garbe, over but definitely not out!

February 1985




Kemble Airfield - Then and Now

For those of you who went to the '95 all out, you will know all about it. For those
who did not, you missed out,but more of that later...

Kemble Airfield is situated just south of Cirencester on the Glos Wilts border.Its
big, very big and is currently owned by the MOD.

Then

Built just prior to the Second World War, the airfield has had an interesting past.
Initially it was used as an assembly plant for Lancasters and a storage and test
centre for various types of aircraft waiting to be delivered to other airfields. Many
women pilots, delivering aircraft for combat use would have known Kemble.
Towards the end of the war a squadron of Hurricanes was stationed there and the
manufacturing of various Lancaster components be gan. There is a rumour that
whole chunks of bomber are buried somewhere on the site. Who knows someone
with a metal detector might get lucky.

Kemble is remembered mainly as the home of the Red Arrows. I remember being
treated to many a free air show as they practiced thier routines over our school.
The Americans had a spell at the airfield and brought with them a whole range of
interesting aircraft, from Mustangs to A10's. They also very kindly rebuilt the main
runway which is still in perfect condition today.

Eventually they cleared off to frighten the locals elsewhere and Kemble became a
storage depot for everything the MOD did not know what to do with. Recently the
whole airfield has fallen into that catergory.

Now

Kemble is being sold. Good news! It will be kept as an active airfield, operating as
many types of compatible aircraft as possible. For the last year it has been used for
Microlight and Gyrocopter training as well as a repair centre for virtually anything
which flies.

1996 brings the addition of Paraglider and Paramotor training, a museum of aircraft
designed and built in Gloucestershire and possibly Ballooning.

Not content with this, a shop for pilots of all disciplines is being developed over the
coming months. Loadsa goodies for Paragliders to Light Aircraft will be available.
As Kemble is so big, it has room plenty of room to accommodate aerotowing and
winching either on a commercial or club basis. We need people with enthusiasm and
commitment to make it happen.
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A PERFECT PLACE - AN IDEAL STATE

If you are looking for a professional approach fo Paragliding training, i you would like fo
iry the new ‘96 range of canopies from TREKKING, EDEL, HARLEY or APCO...

There is a place, a perfect place where low airiime pilots can call for mid-week flying,HG or PG
FREE.

There is even a place where the delights of SKYFLOATING can be experienced.

Call Robin Brown 01453 753002

Office Training Centre
89 Bisley Rd Hanger M1
Stroud ‘ Kemble Airfield
Glos , Girencester

GL5 1HQ 617 6BQ

BHPA Registered School




The 1996 ALL OUT 14th 15th and 16th of June

Last years All Out was a joyous occasion. A wild time, some people flew, some
danced and all sorts of new and interesting craft were tried and tested.

Ok, September weather is not the best for outside partying and there was a lack of
winch facilities for Paraglider pilots. Other grumbles have been duly noted.
However, the concept and the venue would be hard to beat!

Where else can you try virtually any make or model of wing, HG or PG, new
harnesses, varios, helmets from all the major manufactures? Where else can you
enter a competion or free fly as the mood takes and still have time to go to two
major parties with live music and meet 1,000 other like minded people.

This years All Out will be in June. Daylight until 10:00 pm! Imagine that lovely
wafty flying in the evening. We're hopeing to combine the Mere events of years
gone by with recent All Outs to create an event for club pilots, student pilots and the
general public to enjoy.

HELP

This event involves an awful lot of work. The more folk who contribute the better.
I would like to hear from any body who has an opinion or idea. But most of all I
would like to hear from anybody who wants to help. Particularly electricians,
lighting engineers, bands, pyrotechnitions and anybody with a PA or megaphone.
This years All Out will be the biggest and the best free flying extravaganza you
have ever seen....

For All Out Please contact Robin Brown at Airtopia on 01453 753002



WEATHER INDICATOR INSTRUCTIONS

HANG PRAWN OUTSIDE WINDOW AND

DRY PRAWN-NO RAIN

WET PRAWN-RAIN

o e A o o

NO PRAWN- FOG



WENDY WINDBLOWS COMES TC THE THAMES VALLEY/AVON AREA!

I have written before about my wonderful Wendy, she who talks
dirty to you when you phone her up!

Well, we shall shortly have one up in your area. Mark Taggart has
klndly volunteered to house a station at his place. He lives on
top of a small hill near Chlppenham, not far from Milk Hill, and
there is a clear wind takeoff in all directions, so we should be
able to get a good representative result for local sites.

For those of you who don’t know, Wendy is my pet invention. You
ring her wup, and she reads out to you, in a clear voice the
following items:

1) Overnight temperature profile (gives anticipated cloudbase)

2) Sky state (whether its blue and sunny, or grey and clagged in)
3) Max+Min windspeeds for last 30 mins (gives how rough it is).
4) Average speed and direction in last 30 mins.

5) Average speed + direction 30, 60, and 90 mins ago.

6) Whether it’s rained today or not, and if so, how much fell,
and when it stopped.

In short, almost everything a handy mate on the hill with a
portable phone would tell you.

Nice, eh? Now, this vyear, I’m putting these up all over the
place. I already have one up at Bradwell, 1in the Peaks.
Permission has been granted for one at Butser Hlll (Mercury), and
site permissions are under negotiation for SE Wales (Bryn Bach
Park), Pandy, Frocester, etc. Even the Lakes, too!

The old station that I have up at the Dyke is being uprated to
the new standard this year. I’d also like one at Westbury, and in
the vicinity of the Gibbet.

Now these things cost several thousand to put up. Who pays? Well,
I pay for the cost of building, fitting, and running it. I hope
you guys will subscribe to it. 1It’s only 20p a call. It’s NOT an
0898-type number, so you can phone it from work - it’s Jjust a
local BT number.

When you phone a Wendy station, it asks for your personal PIN
code, (which you get from me). It won’t give you the weather
without this. You tap it in on a touch-tone telephone when the
station asks. When you do, it gives you the weather, and logs a
call to your account.

Your PIN code will work in any station I put up - and by the
middle of summer, I shall have about 6 up and running at various
sites. s

You contact me, and I’l1l issue you with a PIN number, and
relieve you of £20 deposit. This is for 100 calls at 20p. There’s
NO Jjoining fee, or annual membership fee. You can do this by

credit card over the phone if you wish, or send me a cheque.



Each time you enter your PIN to get access to a station, it
knocks one call off your 100. When you get down to 10 or less, it
starts warning you that you’re running low, and to ring me and
renew. You can use the calls up as slowly or as quickly as vyou
like.

Now, I’m in your hands here. The more of you that subscribe, the
more stations I’11l be able to put up. The one at Milk Hill area
will be up by the end of Feb (perhaps sooner). But, I’m ploughing
all the subscription money back into more stations, so, please
join, and get all your friends to join as well.

I must emphasise - you don’t just join one station - you get
access to ALL the Wendy stations around the country. Going to the
Peaks for the weekend? Ring Bradwell Wendy - she’ll tell vyou if
it’s worth it. Same for SE Wales.

Now, when there are several of them up, it gets REALLY
interesting. Comparing two or three stations readouts enables you
to track the seabreeze fronts, (or ordinary fronts) before

setting out. You can also decide exactly which site is best for
your skill/glider combination today, and waste NO time or petrol
chasing around!

By the way - if anyone knows any suitable site owners in the
Avon/Thames Valley areas where I can put another station up,
please contact me. Westbury, Coombe Gibbet, Kimmeridge, etc.
Please call me to subscribe:

Rod Buck 0114-253-0372 or 0836-284-853.

Or, use the form here:

NAME Tel:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

ACCESS/VISA NO: EXPIRY:

Send to: Rod Buck, 106 Woodhouse Rd Sheffield, S Yorks S12 2AZ
If no credit card, please enclose £20 cheque/PO.

(I’11 send your PIN by return)



Colin Lark's Hang
Gliding &
Paragliding
Hut

Clearance Sale

Calypso #600

13.5 Rumour one  #650

14.5 Rumour one perfect cond  #700
Vision (med) as new -~ #1000

139 Amour flown twice #1950

13.6 Scandal only 6 Hrs airtime #2400
r

Accessories
Solar Wings Edge Harness (new) full spec #455 save #65
Scorpio Line H.G. (new) full spec #400 save #65
Mini Vario  #80 save #35

Skyfloating Ji445

should have one and at only #445€-it will be one of the best

The 195 Discovery is so much fun every pilot
k the best, great for XCs. Book a test flight and see what fun

flying investments made. Outclimb and outsin
you’re missing.
Supron Harness
The Supron has been specially developed for the

Discovery Skyfloater, rotate from prone to supine
in seconds. #200

Kiwi Full Face Helmets light weight top quality Colin Lark's H.G. and PG. Hut
West End, Coaley.

Various colours available Black Metal #1 30 Glos GL11 5DX
Blue Blaze #125 Tel: 01453 546991 Fax: 01453 546537 Monil: 0860 670805

Manufacturers of quality helmets



SEKY NEWS - SKYFLOATING - NEWS - SKYFLOATING - SKY NEWS

On the 1lst February the retail price of the 195 Discovery will increase
to £1450, that's both good and bad news, bad for pilots that don’t
already own one, good news for those who do. You still have a chance
to capitalize on our introductory price of £1300 by sending a deposit
of £700 to reach us before the 1st February and vou can take delivery
no later than the 1st April. I'm sure you will agree that this is an

extraordinary generous offer and we hope you are in a position to take
advantage of it.

Offpiste are making every effort to make Hang Gliding more affordable
in the hope that it generates many new pilots.

NEW PREMISES

Offpiste has bought it’s own factory and we are now fully operational.
Situated in the Centre of Dursley with flying sites for almost all wind
directions within 4 miles, you are more than welcome to call in and
talk Skyfloating at any time.

PRODUCTION

The 195 Discovery iz in full prroduction, we have a limited number of
stock Discovery's in standard colour achemes. Delivery dates for
custom colours are currently 2/3 weeks and we are constantly monitoring
the situation, however we expect a busy spring where delivery times may
increase toc 4/5 weeks. We are making every effort to keep delivery
dates down to a minimum.

DEVELOPMENTS

The dual Skyfloater is almost ready, the 210 aq ft Discovery has an
extra wide A-frame and is the perfect Dual Glider. It fly s just like

the 185 Diascovery, light Thandling, - good performance and most
importantly, super =zlow landing =speeds. The 210 Discovery should be

available in March, weather permitting. The retail price has yet to be
fixed, but we will let you know as socn as it has.

The medium Skyfloater is also nearing completion, if yoﬁ like toys then
you will like the 170 Discovery. Our goal is to have both the 210 and

the 170, C of A certified by the beginning of March, only the weather
can defeat us.

POWER PACK

The 210 Discovery will alzso be available complete with a power pack in
the near future. The 210 Discovery s slow take off and landing speeds
are perfect for this type of flying, if you would like regular up dates
on this development then please let us know and we will keep you
posted.

We wish you a prosperous year. Please note we have a new address,
phone and fax No.

50-52 Long Street, Dursley,
Glos. G111 4JB Tel: 01453 546991
Colin Lark. Fax: 01453 546537



FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR,

Offpiste Ltd.
50-52, Long Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire G11 4JB
Tel: 01453 890767 Fax: 01453 890075




DISCOVERY

The Discovery sail is made from quality Pollypreg, renowned for its strength and durability. The
aerofoil section has been created using skillful techniques that allow sewn in camb through
cord-wise cutting methods. The result is a perfectly shaped sail that requires only three
preformed and three composite battens per side. The unique and clever styling of the under
surface incloses the cross boom which reduces drag to a minimum. :

Constructed of 6082-T6 aluminium drawn tube for strength and lightness, and tough ’
long lasting stainless steel fittings. The Discovery has an advanced leading -edge design
that controls curves, flex and lightness in all the right areas. Incorporating a stepdown
leading edge configuration and composite outer battens, roll inertia is kept to a
minimum. This gives the Discovery excellent turning qualities.

The Discovery can be ﬂown sféé;ted; supine or prone in any stan d d Ha liding or
Paragliding harness. The king post hang point system can.be adjusted in seconds with a -
unique dampening adjuster that gives a choice of bar pressur which will uit all pilots.

h a sustainable t

i a su ‘over 50 MPH and slow
steerable speeds of 11 MPH. The com@jination of slow flying speeds, light and

predictable handling along with a very el of stability in unstable air provide a
level of effective soaring performance surably exceeds that of the best Hang

Glide ders.

The Discovery can be packed dowr s in just a few minutes and is easily
transportable in‘any standard hatch back car.

The Discovery has a full Certificate of Aiberfhiriéss and has under gone akcomplete
flight test programme that easily meets the B.H.P.A. certification requirements.

> / - :

Specification
Min Pilot clip in weight 10st 41bs (66Kkg)
Max Pilot clip in weight 16st (102Kkg)
Wing Area 195 sq ft
Weight 23.2 kg
Transport length 3.1 mtrs



OFFPISTE LIMITED ORDER FORM

CUSTOMER DETAILS
NAME PLEASE CIRCLE
DISCOVERY SIZE

ADDRESS 170

195
POST CODE TEL: 210 DUEL
AGENTS NAME

COLOURS

STANDARD COLOUR SCHEME

White top & bottom surface, leading edge a keel pocket in any one available colour.  state colour

Custom colours: Keel & leading edge in different colours. #20

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
Custom colour Tip 1 and/or Tip 2. #20
Speed bar. #30
Colour under surface: any one colour. #102 Steering bars. #52

Colour under surface in two colours or more #142

Colour Design
Keel

Leading Edge .
Dart...

ws 1...

ws2...

w's 3...

u/s 4...

ws S...

Tip 1...

Tip 2...

Light weight wheels. #22
Supron Harness. #200
Pilot

Weight Hieght

ORDERING AND PAYMENT CONDITIONS
All orders must be accompanied by a #700

deposit with the balance paid on collection
Please make cheques payable to: Offpiste Ltd

Discovery



First Aid for
Mountaineers &
Instructors

A SPECIALIST COURSE OF FIRST AID TRAINING
to be held at

MARSHFIELD, SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE

S WEEKEND OF MARCH 2 & 3, 1996.
o £105 (inclusive of lunch on both days).

Training satisfies the requirements of the MLTB (ML, MIA, MIC, SPSA,) BOF, WCU,
Welsh Rafting Association, The Ski Councils, IRATA, efc.
and is a workplace related expansion of the syllabus recommended by the
Health & Safety Executive for an "Appointed Person" First Aider within a
workplace.

Training is provided by an HSE Registered Instructor,

The non-residential Course Fee includes all Materials, Course Manual,
- Certificate issue, Registration, Refreshments efc.

For further information and bookings, please contact:-
Linda & Steve Hible, Hillskills Ltd., 7 Little End,
Marshfield, Gloucestershire, SN14 S8NU.

Tel: 01225 - 891796.
Course content:- Andy Sherriff, (Tutor)
Phone:- 01248 - 601975.




NEW YEAR'S DAY (I got to try out a new site)

I'd studied the place enough times; on each occasion that I'd walked that
bleak bit of Cornish coastline I'd wondered about its flying potential,
waiting for an easterly wind. Then, on new year's day, it happened.

Wandering across the fields towards the shallow cliff slopes, paraghder
on my back, I saw seagulls soaring overhead and in response quickened
my pace. Excitedly I laid out the canopy in my chosen launch area, the
wind felt good. Now to see if it was possible.

With unusual ease the wing inflated, arcing upwards into a satisfying
crescent. I turned, forced a few steps forward and tip-toed into the air.
At first it seemed the hill wasn't steep enough as my glide paralleled the
slope just a few feet below. Then, as the ground gradually concaved
away, I felt the reassuring buoyancy of ridge lift and ventured a left turn
over gorse and brambles to where the hillside steepened and seagulls
played on the rising sea air. For the next half hour or so I tried to follow
their effortless games, ascending over the small stretch of twisting
coastline, exploring my way along the spur reaching out to sea.

When the wind increased and the sky darkened with rain clouds I flew
down to land on the empty beach beneath where I took off. The only
other person around was a farmer mending a dry stone wall, absorbed in
his work up on the cliff top. As I walked back across the fields to my car
I could hear the surf shifting pebbles on the beach behind me while above
the birds still soared. The world was indifferent to my perfect start to the
year, but I was well chuffed.

Robert Craine




~ Gliders & Bits For Sale

Flylite Harness For Sale. Front entry, very comfortable. White/Royal Blue and Silver with Fluro
Orange foot board. Comes with 26’ silk parachute. Suit 6’ person. Excellent Condition. 1 just fancy
a change. Phone Dave Garbe on 0117 924 6504 £300 ono

Also Magic 4 155 Full Race. A Little Beauty! Rainbow underside with Mauve leading edge. £300
ono. (1)

K2, C of A, Yellow LE, Green US, Speed Bar, Cross Country Bag. Stored Inside. Pod and Stirrup
Harness with Reserve, Map Case, Davron 100 Vario with Diplex Altimeter, Ventimeter and other
Extras. All in very good condition. £1150 the lot, Tel 01275 876366 )

READY FOR YOUR PILOT EXAM ? Only if you have a copy of PILOT REVISION NOTES (PG or
HG). All the info on Met, Air Law etc. etc. to ensure a first time pass. Send £3.95 to Rick Ware c¢/o
ParAvion, Elm Tree Park, Manton, Mariborough, SN8 1PS. 1)

Trekking Ritmo as new condition. Excellent intermediate paraglider, 12 As, very stable and comes
with speed bar, harness and back protector. £1500 or offers. Call Scott Ellis 0117 073 0031 )

Wills Wing Ram Air 146 - less than 5 hours airtime, immaculate, fast with excellent handling, All
white with Sega logo. Any sensible offer considered. Tel Judy 01298 871498 (3)

Tandem for Sale, UP Pickup 43. Only 2 months old, very good condition, yellow & red, only 24
hours airtime. The Pickup is the best tandem canopy in the world. The UP Pickup now holds UK
(local and national) Distance Records, World Multiplace Straight Distance Record, World Out &
Return Distance Record and World Height Gain Record. Only £2100

Firebird Genisis Medium, take-off weight 80-100 kg. Very Good condition, 6 months old. Brand
new sheathed line set. Standard or competition risers. This canopy will seriously increase your XC
km’s this year, guaranteed! The canopies excellent min sink means you will be getting away when
others are just maintaining on the ridge. Pink/White. Reduced to £1850

Ails de K Flyair 950, purple/red, small, suitable for light pilot weight (total all-up weight 65-85kg)
very good condition, very stable (one tuck in two years flying), ideal first canopy. Speed bar and
harness £600 ono i

Call Richard Westgaie for a test flight on (01747) 811 302 (Dorset) )

Adverts will automatically come out after they have been in three issues of NOVA. If you sell your
stuff before then, let the editor know so your advert can come out and you will not be hassled by
thousands of eager buyers!

February 1995



NOVA
And Finally...

Chairman’s Bit

A Happy New Year to all our members.

If you have read Colin Lark’s letter you will have read a number of forceful points (I could almost hear
his voice as | read each sentence). Colin asks me to intervene and change how the paragliding XC
league was administrated. | believe it is not really within the Chairman’s power to make decisions of
this type; the chairman’s job is more to ensure that anyone who has anything to say gets the chance
to make their point about how the club should be run.
There was a good deal of informal discussion about how to react to Richard’s late submission of
entries for the XC league. As we have few rules and none of them had been broken there was no
reason for not accepting the entries. Following on from these discussions we will no doubt amend
the rules for this year’s league. | hope Mark, Fiona and Simon do not feel too robbed of club glory by
finishing a position lower in the league; their various exploits of the year are well known to their
friends in the club.
Colin’s point about the level of activity in the club is difficult to answer. Most people join the club for
the simple reason they want to fly our sites, not a bad reason really. The group activities we do have
are also based around going flying: an increasing number of pilots turn out for the Airwave Challenge
rounds; if the weather ever allows we will have some low airtime events; assorted groups go on
flying holidays together; and you will normally find us a friendly bunch to talk to on the hill.
There is a fluctuating group who tumn up for a pint and chat at the Wednesday club meetings, and we
are usually guaranteed a good turnout when we get a speaker along. We have just started our
annual who can we get this year discussions, as usual any ideas would be gratefully received.
If anyone has any other suggestions for events then lets get them into Nova and drum up some
support for them.

Pete

EWS*** NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS#***
NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS*** NEWS#***

. . .Richard Westgate (Avon Member and Avon PG XC
League Winner) has broken two World Records in
South Africa recently. He took both the
Multiplace Distance Record and the Multiplace
Height Gain Record...

...Also on the record trail was Kat Thurston
who has not only set a new Women’s World Record

but the Overall World Record...

Congratulations to them both!

February 1995



