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Welcome to the latest edition of Nova.  

 
What a strange sport this is. Only the other day I was longingly looking up at an 
epic sky. The cloudbase must have been about 6000ft, and under it were two 
sailplanes, two hang gliders and a paraglider all circling together. Meanwhile I was 
walking back up the hill for the umpteenth time, feeling completely knackered and 
knowing that it was, for me at least, the end of my paragliding aspirations for the 
day. As I was packing up on the top of the hill the wind picked up from a steady 
15mph to a gusty 30-40mph ï maybe it was just as well that I was still on the 
ground!  

Well itôs another great issue of Nova, with tales of bog-induced 
dehydration, technical know-how, multi -media weather 
updates, foreign-travel dos and donôts, and even a non-pilotôs 
article on her first flight! I hope you enjoy it.  
 

 

 

 

 
Cover Photo: Pilot above Bossington. The winning entry in the club photographic competition 2010 
taken by Tim Pentreath.  
 
Rear Page ï Photo: Feet over Mexico. Ken Wilkinson. 

 

Editorôs Bit 
 

 
 

A couple of weeks earlier I had watched Jim Mallinson fly off from Westbury under a beautiful sky on 
his way to a superb FAI triangle ï whereas instead I had struggled to get high, cursing the airspace 
behind me which stopped me from taking any decent climbs, and eventually limped around Keevil 
airspace in a futile attempt to go nowhere! 

The amazing thing about our sport is that, despite all the days that donôt go so well, it only takes one 
good day and suddenly everything else is forgotten. Itôs chucking it down outside as I write this but 
RASP is saying that Tuesday is going to be the day. Iôm planning already! 

In this issue we round up club awards from the end of 2010 and have a special feature on Mexico ï 
where every day really is epic.  

 

I hope you enjoy the magazine. 

 
Rob Kingston  
 
 

 
 
 

Chairmanôs Chunter ï July  2011  
 

 
 



And talking of energy-sapping bogs, you also have my chunter to wade th rough, so Iôll take the 
opportunity to update you on a couple of changes the committee has decided to make in the way we 
do social events. Firstly weôve decided to hold the Mere Bash every other year. The committee first 
started discussing the future of the Bash well over a year ago because the attendance at the 2009 
event was somewhat low. But we decided to hold it again in 2010 to see how it would turn out. 
Attendance at that event was again somewhat low, and there was a feeling that we didnôt quite make 
the critical mass needed to make it the rip -roaring success it has been in the past when more people 
attended. 
 
Each year, many club members help with the organisation of the Mere Bash, and those people need 
to feel that that their hard work is worthwhile. Low attendance can take the shine off the satisfaction 
those people feel in seeing a successful event, and it would be a shame if that caused enthusiasm to 
be dented. Other people make significant donations to the event, not least Dave Coward whose field 
we always use, and Bertie Grotrian, who has kindly donated the marquee for more years than I can 
remember. It will be good to give them a break from our regular request for help.  
 
So we decided to take a break from the Bash this year, with the intention of holding it every other 
year. Hopefully that will mean that peopleôs enthusiasm to attend will have had two years to build up, 
and hopefully those who put in the work will have had two years to build up their e nergies again. I 
know that there will be some disappointment, but we want the Bash to continue to be successful, 
and we feel this is the best way to ensure that.  
 
But donôt despair. The Wessex club are holding their Bash this year, and ours will be staggered with 
theirs in subsequent years. So there will still be a ñlocalò bash every year ï and both clubs can swell 
the numbers of the other clubôs event. The Wessex Bash is on 5-7 August, so get your tickets now at 
http://www.wessexhgpg.org.uk/ . See you there! 
 
Our second change to the social scene concerns the Christmas party. After some feedback from 
members, the committee has decided to return to holding a somewhat more formal event, involving 
a sit-down meal. Hopefully we can also re-instate some of the things that we used to do, such as 
awarding a prize for the  most bent hang-glider uprights (or whatever the paraglidng equivalent is)  
and giving a prize for the best -dressed pilot (at the event or on the hill, Iôm not sure which!). But 
perhaps the most significant change is not to hold the party at Christmas! It seems that there are so 
many events in the lead-up to Christmas that the club event can add to the feeling of ñparty fatigueò. 
So weôve decided to hold the party in February, a bit of a low point for pilots when we could all do 
with a bit of a lift to the spirits.  
 
And talking of the calendar of events, itôs not too early to start thinking about the AGM, which will 
take place in the autumn. As usual there w ill be elections for the committee posts, so if you fancy a 
stint on the committee, do put yourself forward. Obviously I hope that the present committee 
members will be willing to stand again, but a bit of new blood each year is a good thing. And since 
this is my fourth year as chairman, and itôs time for me to hand over to someone else, thereôs room 
for someone new there!  Please do give it some thought. 
 
I hope youôre all having a good flying season, and I hope to see you at the Wessex Bash. 
 
Regards, 
Richard 
 

Richard Danbury  

  

http://www.wessexhgpg.org.uk/


Just a reminder about club sites.  
 
To fly Morganôs ridge or Spencerôs bowl at 
Mere you need to be a full club member, 
have the helmet sticker for 2011 (be óPilotô 
rated) and then only Monday-Wednesdays. 
 
Two blocks of airspace can be opened at 
Westbury but people are reminded that 
these can only be used by full  Avon 
members. 
 
For full details refer to the club website.  

Club News  

 

   
 

Club Prizes  2010  
 
HG XC league  Neil Atkinson 

PG XC league 1st place Graham Richards (449km) 

 2nd place Martin Nichols (345km) 

 3rd place Ken Wilkinson (308km) 

PG longest XC flight  Graham Richards (93km) 

PG longest flight DHV1/2  Tom Mayne (61km) 

PG most improved pilot  Tomasz Janikowski (207km) 

HG most improved pilot  Luke Clifford 

Best novice HG & PG The Osbaldstone Memorial Cup Wayne Buckland (77km) 

Longest flight during Easter W/E Dave Yeandle shield Jointly: Pete Douglas 
             Al Davies 

Mere Bash challenge  Martin Nichols (77km) 

Best Nova article  Simon Chippendale 

Best photo  Tim Pentreath 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Graham Richards ï Club PG XC league winner 
being presented with the trophy by Ken Wilkinson 
(3

rd
 place in league). Graham was also a member 

of the 2010 BCC team. 

 

Tom Mayne - PG longest flight DHV1/2 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2010 PG BCC 

 
Even though the final never saw a completed task the Avon PG team had a successful season 
captained once again by Ken Wilkinson. Trophies were  awarded by Ken to fellow team members ï 
shown below :Richard Danbury, Robert Kingston, Mike Rossdale, Mike Humphries. Not shown 
Graham Richards, Rod Taylor and Alan Davies. 
 

Tomasz Janikowski ï most improved PG pilot Luke Clifford �± most improved HG pilot 

Wayne Buckland ï best novice PG and HG pilot Tim Pentreath ï best photo (see cover photo) 

Al Davies and Pete Douglas ï joint winners of the Easter Cup 


